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What is a Certified Supply Chain Professional
certification? 

The Certified Supply Chain Professional (CSCP) is a certification offered by
APICS, validating expertise in supply chain management. It demonstrates
proficiency in areas essential for effective supply chain operations, such as
supplier and customer relations, international trade, logistics, and technology.

APICS – the Association for Supply Chain Management – is a global professional
association for supply chain and operations management. It provides
certifications, training, and resources for professionals in this field.

Who needs a CSCP certification? 

Professionals in supply chain management, logistics, or operations benefit from
the Certified Supply Chain Professional (CSCP) certification. It is particularly
advantageous for those seeking to demonstrate their expertise in the field and
stay updated with industry best practices.

The CSCP certification is not mandatory. However, it can significantly enhance
career prospects and demonstrate expertise in supply chain management, as the
certification is very highly regarded internationally.

How to become a Certified Supply Chain
Professional 



Earning a CSCP certification requires candidates to pass an exam that covers
eight topics:

Demand forecast and management
Global supply chain network and information management
Product and services sourcing
Internal operations and inventory management
Supply chain logistics management
Customer and supplier relationship management
Supply chain risk management
Supply chain evaluation and operation

The exam itself consists of 150 questions, and has a 3.5-hour time limit. Exams
are scored from 200-350. Candidates must score at least a 300 to pass.

APICS offers self-study, online, in-person, and corporate or group courses that
prepare candidates for the CSCP exam. A wealth of information regarding course
providers is available on the FAQ section of the APICS website.

Renewal requirements for a CSCP certification 

To maintain the validity of an CSCP certification, certified individuals must earn 75
“maintenance points” every five years through APICS-approved professional
development.

This includes “attending or presenting at educational industry events, contributing
articles to supply chain publications, proving involvement in organizations related
to industry-specific topics, and more,” according to the APICS website, where you
can also find a full list of approved professional development activities.

https://www.ascm.org/learning-development/certifications-credentials/faqs/


The cost of a CSCP certification 

The cost of an in-person or online study course will vary, depending on the
provider. However, APICS offers a self-study exam preparation course on its
website for $1,900. The CSCP exam also costs $1,900, and must be taken
through APICS.

 Additionally, APICS offers an exam prep and exam bundle for $3,435, as well as
a $299 “annual membership and certification upgrade,” which gives buyers a 28%
discount on the course, exam, and bundle.

The benefits of CSCP certification 

Employees with CSCP certifications offers several benefits to organizations.
Some key advantages include the following.

Enhanced expertise

CSCP-certified employees bring advanced knowledge of supply chain principles,
enabling them to streamline operations and optimize processes, leading to
increased efficiency and cost savings for the organization.



Global recognition

The CSCP certification is a globally recognized standard of excellence,
demonstrating an employee’s commitment to best practices and ensuring
compliance with international industry standards, thereby enhancing the
organization’s reputation.

Competitive advantage

Organizations with CSCP-certified employees gain a competitive edge in the
market, as these professionals contribute to improved supply chain performance,
fostering innovation, and facilitating better decision-making, ultimately leading to
heightened customer satisfaction and business growth.

 

Challenges in CSCP certification 

Earning a CSCP may pose several challenges to employees and their
organizations. They include the following.



Complex curriculum

The extensive and complex curriculum of the CSCP certification demands a deep
understanding of various supply chain concepts, requiring significant time and
effort for comprehensive preparation.

Work-life balance

Balancing the demands of studying for the certification while managing
professional and personal responsibilities can be challenging, often requiring
individuals to dedicate substantial time outside of work hours.

Exam difficulty

The CSCP exam is known for its challenging nature, testing candidates’ practical
knowledge and application of supply chain concepts, thereby necessitating
rigorous preparation and a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter.

Tips and strategies for preparing for CSCP
certification 



Here are a few tips for preparing for a CSCP certification:

 

Develop a structured study schedule, allocating specific time slots for each
topic to ensure comprehensive coverage.
Make use of official CSCP study materials and resources to align your
preparation with the exam’s content and format.
Regularly practice sample questions and mock tests to familiarize yourself
with the exam pattern and assess your understanding of key concepts.
Engage with fellow candidates or professionals in study groups to discuss
complex topics, exchange insights, and benefit from diverse perspectives.
Keep abreast of industry trends and developments, ensuring your
preparation is aligned with the latest advancements and best practices in the
field of supply chain management.

Resources for CSCP certification 



For more information and guidance on CSCP certification, you can refer to the
following resources:

APICS. The APICS website is the primary resource you will need for a CSCP
certification. It contains information regarding preparation courses, the exam itself,
certification renewal and maintenance, and much more.

Supply chain risk management skills matrix. AG5’s free supply chain risk
management skills matrix has everything you’ll need to manage certifications –
like the CSCP – that prove expertise in supply chain-related skills.

Manufacturing skills matrix. AG5 offers a free manufacturing skills matrix. You
can use it to identify, track, and manage skills and certifications related to supply
chain management, which includes the CSCP, in your organization.

Skills management 

https://www.ascm.org/learning-development/certifications-credentials/cscp/
https://www.ascm.org/learning-development/certifications-credentials/cscp/
https://www.ag5.com/templates/supply-chain-risk-management-skills-matrix-template/?utm_source=ag5_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ag5_certification_guides&utm_content=ag5_cscp-certified-supply-chain-professional
https://www.ag5.com/templates/supply-chain-risk-management-skills-matrix-template/?utm_source=ag5_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ag5_certification_guides&utm_content=ag5_cscp-certified-supply-chain-professional
https://www.ag5.com/templates/manufacturing-skills-matrix-template/?utm_source=ag5_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ag5_certification_guides&utm_content=ag5_cscp-certified-supply-chain-professional


Skills management for Certified Supply Chain
Professionals

AG5 stores all certifications in the cloud, providing all authorized
personnel with access to the right version of approved certifications. This
helps you easily keep track of all data and documentation related to
CSCP certifications across your organization.

Using AG5’s skills management software, you can monitor the status of
any type of certification that is relevant to your workforce, leveraging
intuitive dashboards that provide you with a clear understanding of
exactly what is needed to keep your employees skilled and safe.

Frequently asked questions about CSCP
certifications 

What is the scope of a CSCP certification?

A CSCP certification validates expertise in end-to-end supply chain management.

https://ag5.com


Is a CSCP certification mandatory?

A CSCP certification is not mandatory but highly beneficial for individuals and
organizations, as it is globally recognized.

What are the cost considerations for a CSCP certification?

Cost considerations for a CSCP certification include exam fees, study materials,
and any potential costs associated with preparatory courses or resources. Exact
costs are outlined above.

What is the validity period of a CSCP certification?

A CSCP certification is valid for five years, during which time certified individuals
must attend approved professional development activities.

Can a CSCP certification be integrated with other management
systems?

A CSCP certification can be integrated with other management systems, such as
Six Sigma, Lean, and ERP, to enhance overall organizational efficiency and
effectiveness.

How can you learn more about a CSCP certification?

Visit the APICS website.
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