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What is an Automotive Service Excellence
certification? 

ASE certifications are offered by the National Institute for Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE), which is based in the United States and certifies automotive
technicians and service professionals.

The ASE offers certifications in more than 50 areas, including:

Automobile & Light Trucks
Collision Repair & Refinishing
Damage Analysis & Estimating
Automobile Service Consulting
Truck Equipment
Alternate Fuels
Auto Maintenance and Light Repair
Transit Bus
Advanced Engine Performance
Electronic Diesel Engine Diagnosis
Light Duty Hybrid/Electric Vehicles
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS)
Parts Specialist

ASE recognized industry standards in the United States and Canada. They
demonstrate a technician’s competence and expertise in automotive repair and
maintenance, and help ensure that vehicle owners receive high-quality
maintenance and repairs from trained professionals.

Who needs an ASE certification? 



Organizations that employ automotive technicians, service advisors, and repair
professionals often require their employees to have or earn ASE certifications.
While not legally mandatory, employees with ASE certifications – as well as the
organizations that employ them – are more credible and better equipped to deal
with a wide range of industry challenges.

How to earn an ASE certification 

Those seeking to earn an ASE certification must pass a discipline-specific test, as
well as possess work and/or education experience in the area of certification. Both
test content and work experience requirements differ depending on the type of
ASE certification. For full requirements, visit both the “Work Experience” and
“Tests” section of the ASE website.

Renewal requirements for ASE certifications 

ASE certifications are valid for five years, after which time certification holders
must take a recertification test.

The benefits of an ASE certification 

ASE certifications offer several benefits to employees and their organizations.
Some key advantages include the following.

https://www.ase.com/work-experience
https://ase.com/ase-certification-tests
https://ase.com/ase-certification-tests


Increased credibility

ASE-certified technicians are trusted by both organizations and customers, as the
certifications prove competence in highly specific and technical areas of
automotive maintenance and repair.

Improved efficiency

Technicians with ASE certifications are often better able to solve complex
automotive issues faster than those without, reducing diagnostic time and costly
errors.

Higher earning potential

ASE-certified employees are often higher-paid and have a wider range of job
opportunities than individuals who have not earned certifications.

Challenges in earning an ASE certification 



Earning an ASE certification may pose several challenges to employees and
organizations. They include the following.

Exam difficulty

ASE certifications require candidates to master advanced disciplines in the field of
automotive repair and maintenance. As such, they often require intense study, as
well as practical experience.

Time commitment

Balancing work, training, and exam preparation can be demanding for full-time
professionals and their organizations, requiring careful scheduling and planning.
This is easily achieved with skills management software.

Certification cost

Fees for exams, recertification, and training materials may pose a challenge to
individuals, although in many cases organizations are able to help bear the
financial burden of certifications, as ASE-certified employees are beneficial on
multiple fronts.
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Tips and strategies for earning an ASE
certification 

Here are a few tips for preparing for an ASE certification

Take an ASE practice test
Review the ASE “Testing Fear Factor” brochure
Read the “Test Prep and Training” section of the ASE’s website

Resources for ASE certification 

For more information and guidance on CNA certification, you can refer to the
following resources:

National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence. The ASE’s website
contains everything you will need to prepare for, schedule, and take an ASE
certification exam, as well as recertify certifications that will soon expire. It should
be any interested candidate’s first and final stop.

Skills management for ASE certifications 

https://www.ase.com/official-ase-practice-test-program
https://www.ase.com/dist/docs/ASE-Fear-Factor1.pdf
https://www.ase.com/test-prep-and-training
https://www.ase.com/


AG5 stores all certifications in the cloud, providing all authorized
personnel with access to the right version of approved certifications. This
helps you easily keep track of all data and documentation related to ASE
certifications across your organization.

Using AG5’s skills management software, you can monitor the status of
any type of certification that is relevant to your workforce, leveraging
intuitive dashboards that provide you with a clear understanding of
exactly what is needed to keep your employees skilled and safe.

Book a demo

Frequently asked questions about ASE
certifications 

What is the scope of an ASE certification?

ASE certifications cover a range of specific disciplines for vehicle repair, service
and parts distribution.

Are ASE certifications mandatory?

ASE certifications are not legally mandatory, but are required by many employers
in the automotive repair and maintenance sector.

/request-a-demo/


How long does it take to obtain an ASE certification?

This depends on the type of certification, but usually it is a matter of months.
Check the ASE’s website for exact, certification-specific timeframes.

What are the cost considerations for ASE certification?

Cost considerations include study guides, exam fees, and recertification exam
fees. You can find exact costs on the ASE’s website.

What is the validity period of an ASE certification?

ASE certifications are valid for five years.

Can ASE certifications be integrated with any management
systems?

ASE certifications integrate with systems like AG5’s skills management software,
Learning Management Systems (LMS) and fleet maintenance software. This
allows managers and business leaders to monitor and track credentials,
recertification efforts, and alignment with organizational goals.

How can you learn more about ASE certifications?

Visit the ASE’s website.
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