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What is API Spec Q1? 

API Spec Q1 was developed by the American Petroleum Institute (API) [1] for
organizations in the oil and gas industry. It is a quality management benchmark
that closely aligns with ISO 9001.

API Spec Q1 focuses on the following aspects of an oil and gas organization’s
manufacturing or manufacturing-related products and processes:

Quality Management Systems
Personnel competency
Product and service design and development
Control of purchased products and services
Product identification and traceability
Process measurement, analysis and improvement

Who needs an API Spec Q1 certification? 



An API Spec Q1 certification is not mandatory by law or regulation, but it is
typically considered a “de facto” certification for organizations operation in oil and
gas:

The API Spec Q1 standard ensures that organizations are providing safe and
consistent products, services, and processes in oil and gas:

Manufacturing
Engineering and design
Physical product realization activities (such as welding, heat treating, coating,
matching, inspection, testing, servicing)
Physical product-related activities (such as distribution, logistics and software
development)

How to earn an API Spec Q1 certification 

Earning an API Spec Q1 certification involves applying to the American Petroleum
Institute’s Quality Registrar (APIQR) program and undergoing an audit that
encompasses your organization’s:

Control features
Internal audit reports
Management review records
Staff responsibilities
Facility layout



Renewal requirements for API Spec Q1
certifications 

Organizations with API Spec Q1 certifications must undergo annual audits to
ensure ongoing compliance with the standard.

The benefits of implementing API Spec Q1 

Implementing API Spec Q1 offers several benefits to organizations. Some key
advantages include the following.

Improved credibility

An API Spec Q1 certification can vastly improve your organization’s credibility and
reputation, as it demonstrates a commitment to quality and safety that is
internationally recognized.



Optimized processes

Implementing API Spec Q1 usually leads to improved operational processes that
result in increased efficiency, reduced operation costs, as well as higher degrees
of workplace safety.

Compliance with customer requirements

Many oil and gas companies require their suppliers to have API Q1 certification.
This means the certification is all but a necessity for maintaining existing contracts
and winning new business – even if it is not technically mandatory.

Challenges in implementing API Spec Q1 

Implementing API Spec Q1 may pose several challenges to organizations. They
include the following.



Complexity

API Spec Q1 requires a meticulously implemented QMS, which means
organizations must be diligent to ensure compliance with the standard.

Resource allocation

Implementing API Spec Q1 often demands significant amounts of time, financial
cost, and employee training. This can pose challenges for smaller organizations
with limited capacities – especially those that do not have a skills managements
strategy in place.

Documentation

The API Spec Q1 standard requires organizations to keep extensive
documentation of processes, procedures, and records for yearly audits. This
requires effective management and organization to ensure accuracy and
accessibility.

Tips and strategies for preparing for API Spec
Q1 certification 
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Here are a few tips for preparing for an API Spec Q1 certification:

Download API’s Products & Services Brochure
Familiarize yourself with the APIQR Registration Program Requirements
Download the APIQR fact sheet

Resources for API Spec Q1 certification 

For more information and guidance on API Spec Q1 certification, you can refer to
the following resources

American Petroleum Institute. The API’s website should be the first stop for
organizations seeking API Spec Q1 certification. There, you can find information
related to certification requirements and audits, as well as get a quote for overall
certification costs.

Industry skills matrices. AG5 offers a free, industry-specific skills matrix
dedicated to the oil and gas industry. You can use it to identify, track, and manage
skills related to API Spec Q1 certifications in your organization. 

Certification guides. AG5 offers a free certification guide for ISO 9001, which is
closely aligned with API Spec Q1. Our ISO 14001 certification guide may also
prove valuable for organizations seeking API Q1 certification.

Skills management for API Spec Q1 

https://www.api.org/-/media/APIWebsite/products-and-services/2019-API-Global-Summary-Brochure_V2_050319.pdf
https://www.api.org/-/media/files/certification/monogram-apiqr/0_api-monogram-apiqr/resources/api_apiqr_program_registration_requirements_fm-004_revision_15_20220509.pdf
https://www.api.org/-/media/files/certification/monogram-apiqr/0_api-monogram-apiqr/overview/2022-179%20gis%20apiqr%20factsheet_revised_100722_digital.pdf
https://www.api.org/products-and-services/api-monogram-and-apiqr
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AG5 stores all certifications in the cloud, providing all authorized
personnel with access to the right version of approved certifications. This
helps you easily keep track of all data and documentation related to an
API Spec Q1 certification across your organization.

Using AG5’s skills management software, you can monitor the status of
any type of certification that is relevant to your workforce, leveraging
intuitive dashboards that provide you with a clear understanding of
exactly what is needed to keep your employees skilled and safe.

Frequently asked questions about API Spec Q1 

What is the scope of API Spec Q1?

API Spec Q1 focuses on quality management for organizations involved in
manufacturing and manufacturing-related services for the oil and gas industry.

Is API Spec Q1 certification mandatory?

It is not mandatory, but still considered a “de facto” certification for manufacturing
organizations operating in the oil and gas industry.

https://ag5.com


How long does it take to obtain API Spec Q1 certification?

This will vary, depending on your organization’s size and scope.

What are the cost considerations for API Spec Q1 certification?

Cost considerations include application fees, audit fees, and costs associated with
audit nonconformities.

What is the validity period of API Spec Q1 certification?

Organizations with API Spec Q1 certifications must undergo annual audits to
maintain compliance.

Can API Spec Q1 be integrated with any management systems?

Yes, API Spec Q1 aligns very closely with ISO 9001. Additionally, you can
integrate ISO 14001 with the standard.

How can you learn more about API Spec Q1 certification?

Visit the API’s website.
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